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conditions around him by an accuracy or
minuteness of detail His narrative, too, is fre-
quently obscured by long rhapsodies in Turkish,
which even Turkish scholars find a difficulty in
interpreting. But we could ill afford to dis-
pense with him. His evidence for the Moham-
medan sovereignty at Bidar in 1470, though not
on a par with that of Conti for the Hindu king-
dom of Vijayanagar some forty years earlier,
has a certain definite value, while his remarks
on Culbarga, as well as his second-hand infor-
mation on Vijayanagar, are not to be despised.

Six years from the close of the century came
the last of these three merchant adventurers,
Hieronimo di Santo Stefano. The Genoese
travelled from Cairo down the Nile to Keneh,
and thence made his way across the desert to
Kosseir on the Red Sea, He then sailed via
Massowa to Aden, whence he crossed the Indian
Ocean to the flourishing port of Calicut.
Twenty-six days out of Calicut took him to
Ceylon, and another twelve to an unidentified
port on the Coromandel Coast. After visiting
Pegu (where he lost his companion Adorno), Ava,
Sumatra, and other places, he finally started for
home. Having been detained six months by
weather among the Maldives, he subsequently
suffered shipwreck, and reached Cambay in a
state of absolute destitution. At Cambay a mer-
chant took him into his service, and in the end
he managed to go as supercargo to Ormuz, from
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